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Butterflies have a complete life cycle.  

That means there are  separate stages in a butterfly's life.  
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At each stage, the butterfly looks completely different and serves a
different purpose in the life of the insect.  
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The life begins when an adult female butterfly lays an egg on a leaf.
The egg is tiny and oval in shape and it sticks to the leaf.  Many females
produce between one hundred and two hundred eggs. 
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In several weeks, the egg hatches and out comes the larva, or
caterpillar. The caterpillar is long and worm-like and often has
interesting patterns and spine-like hairs on its body. 
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Caterpillars feed on leaves and spend most of their time searching for
and eating food. This is called the feeding and growth stage. 
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As the caterpillar grows, it sheds its skin several times to  enclose its
rapidly growing body.  Once it is fully grown, the caterpillar stops feeding
and begins to look for a suitable place for pupation, often the underside
of a leaf or other hidden location.
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Next, the caterpillar forms a pupa, within which its old body parts are
broken down and new adult butterfly parts are formed. 
The pupa is usually brown or green and blends well into the background.
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In a couple of weeks, the adult butterfly breaks out from the pupa. 

The adult is usually a large and colorful butterfly.
9/12



Often, the adult butterflies migrate to other regions to start a new home
and continue its life cycle. 
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The Life Cycle of a
Butterfly 
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KEY WORDS

Egg - A butterfly starts its life as an egg. 

Larva - The larva (caterpillar) hatches from an egg and eats leaves or
flowers almost constantly. The caterpillar molts (loses its old skin) many
times as it grows. 

Pupa - It turns into a pupa (chrysalis); this is a resting stage. 

Adult - A beautiful, flying adult emerges. There is no growth during this
stage. This adult will continue the cycle and reproduce.

Migrate: Move in search of a new home

 

12/12



This book was made possible by Pratham Books' StoryWeaver platform. Content under Creative
Commons licenses can be downloaded, translated and can even be used to create new stories ‐
provided you give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. To know more about
this, and the full terms of use and attribution, please visit the following link.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions

Some rights reserved. This book is CC -BY -4.0 licensed. You can copy, modify,
distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission. For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Story Attribution:
This story: The Tale of a Butterfly is written by Sharmila Pal . © Sharmila Pal , 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Images Attributions:
Cover page: Butterflies, by Lavanya Naidu © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 2: Many Butterflies flying,
by Herminder Ohri © Pratham Books, 2004. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 3: Butterflies coming out of cocoons, by Lavanya
Naidu © Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 4: Butterfly egg, by Brunda Anandarao © Brunda Anandarao,
2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 5: Baby Caterpillar , by Sharmila Pal © Sharmila Pal, 2018. Some rights reserved.
Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 6: Caterpillar, by Brunda Anandarao © Brunda Anandarao, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0
license. Page 7: caterpillar, by Muniza Shariq © Storyweaver, Pratham Books, 2016. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 8: Pupa, by
Brunda Anandarao © Brunda Anandarao, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 9: Butterfly hovering over flowers, by Preeti
Krishnamurthy © Pratham Books, 2009. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 10: Migrating butterflies, by Lavanya Naidu ©
Pratham Books, 2017. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 11: Life cycle of a butterfly, by Brunda Anandarao © Brunda
Anandarao, 2018. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/16047-sharmila-pal
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5493-butterflies
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/12874-lavanya-naidu
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/1366-many-butterflies-flying
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/186-herminder-ohri
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5492-butterflies-coming-out-of-cocoons
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/12874-lavanya-naidu
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/10434-butterfly-egg
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/15049-brunda-anandarao
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/12604-baby-caterpillar
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/16047-sharmila-pal
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/10432-caterpillar
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/15049-brunda-anandarao
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/2983-caterpillar
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/824-muniza-shariq
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/10433-pupa
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/15049-brunda-anandarao
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/1344-butterfly-hovering-over-flowers
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/137-preeti-krishnamurthy
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/5494-migrating-butterflies
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/12874-lavanya-naidu
https://storyweaver.org.in/illustrations/10435-life-cycle-of-a-butterfly
https://storyweaver.org.in/users/15049-brunda-anandarao
https://storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help.

(English)
The Tale of a Butterfly

Find out the life cycle of a butterfly from an egg to an adult
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