By Iswaluyani
Illustrated by Sawsan Latifa



Neo gets up, feeling hungry.
He has to look for food. There are

fishes swimming all around. Neo

has never eaten fish as big as these.
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His tentacles

catch the fish.




Ouch! The fish

gets stung.




The fish looks very hurt.
This is the first time Neo

can see it clearly.




Neo feels very sad. He thinks
it’s probably better to eat
something other than fish.




Neo avoids the
other fishes.
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But one fish
comes closer.




It is small and beautiful,
with bright colors.

Neo won’t let it get hurt.




Go away, little fish!
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Stay away!
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You will

get stung.
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Phew, what a relief that
the little fish is gone.

Finally, Neo can be alone.
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Surprise!



Aah, the little fish is back!
And it’s laughing.
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Now it seems scared.

There is a huge shadow.
What is there?
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It’s a big predator! The little fish

swims quickly towards Neo.
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Oh, my! The fish takes cover

among Neo’s tentacles.
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Neo can’t bear
to see it. The
fish is surely

stung by Neo!



Wait! Something is moving in

between Neo’s tentacles.
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Look at his face.

He looks perfectly fine.
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Oh, the fish is eating the

algae on Neo’s body.

25



How did it not get stung?
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It seems the fish is not hurt by the tentacles.
Awesome! They can play together.



Let’s Learn About: Mutualism Symbiosis

Neo, in this story, is a sea anemone. The small bright colored fish which
approaches Neo is a clown fish. These two sea creatures have a special

relationship with one another.

Sea anemones have poisonous tentacles that clown fishes are immune
to because of a certain slime on their body. Because the sea anemone’s
tentacles deter predators from approaching, clown fishes often hide

there to stay protected. Meanwhile, clown

fishes help sea anemones by eating the
parasitic algae that grow on their bodies.
This relationship is called mutualism
symbiosis because of the mutual

benefits on both sides.



